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Abstract

With the expansion of human societies and the weakening of semantic layers in built environments, the
semantic quality of space and the role of perceptual components in shaping it have become increasingly
important for designers. This research adopts a meaning-oriented approach to investigate the role of
semiotic signs in the placemaking process of mosque architecture in Hamedan city. The primary
objective is to understand the impact of meaning-making signs on the creation of a "sense of place" in
both traditional and contemporary mosques of Hamedan. To achieve this, meaning-making architectural
signs—categorized as formal, sensory, and associative qualities—were identified based on semiotic
principles, and their relationship with the dependent variable, "sense of place," was analyzed. The
research methodology combines case study and cross-sectional survey approaches; data were collected
through questionnaires and statistically analyzed using SPSS for correlation analysis. The results
indicate a significant relationship between sense of place and all meaning-making signs (formal,
sensory, and associative qualities). Furthermore, sensory quality was found to play a more prominent
role in enhancing the sense of place compared to the other qualities. Additionally, demographic
variables, including the age, gender, and education level of the worshipers, showed a significant impact
on their experience of sense of place. The findings of this study can provide theoretical and practical
guidance for architects and planners of mosques to strengthen semantic layers and enhance the quality
of the users' spatial experience.
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