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Abstract

The ornamentation of Safavid-era schools in Isfahan played a central role in shaping their spatial
identity and symbolic meaning, and this study provides a comparative analysis of those decorative
practices by examining the relationships among execution techniques, motif content, and spatial
structure; using a descriptive-analytical case-study method with library research, field surveys, and
comparative analysis, four schools—Jaddeh Bozorg, Soleymaniyeh, Kasehgaran, and Nimavard—were
analyzed for decorative techniques, motif types, calligraphic styles, and loci of ornament concentration,
revealing a systematic correlation between technique and motifs (with mosaic and polychrome tilework
dominated by vegetal arabesques, islimi scrolls, and boteh floral motifs often paired with thuluth script,
while carved stucco and geometric inlay techniques favor regular geometric patterns and structural kufic
inscriptions), and showing that ornamentation is directly related to the buildings’ physical and
educational-religious functions—concentrating on prominent elements such as portals and iwans—and
that these decorations represent an intentional synthesis of art, architecture, and religious thought which
strengthened meaning, spatial identity, and compositional order in Safavid school complexes
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